Sharwell Parish Council

Notice of conclusion of audit

1) The audit of accounts for Shorwell Parish Council for the year ended 31 March 2026 has
been completed and the accounts have been published,

2} The Annual Governance & Availability Return is available for inspection by any local
government elector of the area of Shorwell Parish Council on application to:

Mike Davies

Clerk, Shorwell Parish Council

Clayacres, Fine Lane, Shorwell

Between the hours of 10.00 Am & 12.00 AM Monday, Wednesday and Friday.

3) Copies will be provided to any person on payment of £5 for each copy of the Annual
Governance & Accountability Return.

Announcement made by the Clerk, Shorwell Parish Council

Date of Announcement 18th September 2026.



Section 1 — Annual Governance Siatement 2025/26

We ackniowledge as the members oft

SHorwei FARLSH CouNCil.

our responsibiiity for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confimn, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with

respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 20286, that

oy g

] », bt £a d o J
4. We have put in place amangements for effective financial 1 prepared its accounting stalements in accordance !
management during the year, and for the prepavation of ‘/ | with the Accounts and Audit Regulations.
the accounting statements. . U
2. We maintained an adequate system of infemal contiol Y made proper arrangemenis and accepied respomfibiﬁiy
Inclading measures designed prevent and defect fraud ‘b/ ] for safeguarding the public money and resources
and comuption and reviewed its effectiveness. L | s change.
3. We have assured ourselves that here are no Maters : 1 hias only done what it has the legal power fo do apd fizs
of actual or potential non-compliance with laws, ! complied with Proper Fractices in daing so.
requlations and Proper Practices that cowld have a ‘/ i
signifcant financiat effect on the ability of this
autharily fo conduet its business ormanage its :
finances. T e
4. We provided proper opportunity during the year {or during the year yave all persons interested the opportunify io
1he exercise of glectors’ fightin accordance with the ;/ d inspest end ask questions about this aulforily's afcaunis.

sequirements of he Accounts and Audit Regulakions.

S

5. e camied out an assessment of the risks facing this

| considered and documented the fnanciat and cih'fr risks it
antharity and tock appropriate steps to manage those U’ faces and dealt with fiem propery.
risks, including the introduction of internal controls andlor : ’
external insitrance cover wheye required. }_ ] L_ .

&, We maintained throughout the year an adequate and
effective system of intemal audit of the accounting
records and contio! syslems.

1 amranged for a compedent person, independent ofjthe financial
confrals and precedures, fo give ant objective vievy on whelhier
} fntemna! controls mest the needs of this smaller agthiority.

7. We took appropriate action on 2l matters raised

v

{ respondad fo matters brought fo its attention by fTemal and

commitnents, events or ransaclions, pecuming £iher
dusing or after the year-end, have a financial impact an V” ; end if relevant.

{is authorify and, where approprate, have ingluded them
in the accounting statements. R

in reports from intemal and extewnal audit. _ . .4cxiemal audit.
8. We considered whether any fitigation, Tiahilifies or T disclosed everything it should have abautits pusihess activity
during the year including events faking place affey the year

8. (For local councils only) Trust funds ineluding
charitable. In our gapacify as the sole managing
frustes we discharged our accountability
responsibilities for the fund{s)lassets, including
financial reporting and, if required, independent
examination or andit

i P

8 [:os met all of its responsibiliies whers,jas a bady
corporale, it is a sole managing trusieeiof 2 local

and data manzgement in accordance with proper
praciices during the year under review.

doing so.

IS

40, We have putin place arrangements for the effective 1T ‘/ has made sufable amangemenis for ifs IT and dala
! management and has complied wilh proper praciices in

|

*Plegse provide explanations to the external auditor on a separaie shaoet for each ‘Mo’ response ant deceribe
fiowr the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be puklishied wih the Annt

=3
Governance Statement.
This Anntial Govemnance Statement was approved ata Signed by the Chairand Clerk of the meeting where
meating of the authorily on: approval was given:

oF jev] 202t {2 [i{ f
and recorded as minute reference: Chair
FiN HNC & Clerk W"’ v
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2025/26 for

SHokwe PARISH  councit

Lo L | fitistiagree 1o, uriderlying firancial fegofds, ™ I [ .
1. Balances brought Total balances and reserves af the beginning of the vear

forward i as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree

21!' 4.0 8 X (o el fo Box 7 of previous year.

2. {(+} Precept or Rates and Tolal amount of precept (orfor IDBs rates and fpvies)

Levies 1 boo € {s ¢ O zggggg or receivable in the year. Exclude any g:j:ants
3. () Total other receipts Total income or receipts as recorded in the cashbbok less

i 260 4o C{"I § | the precept or rates/levies received {iine 2). Include any
¢ = | grants received,
4. () Staff cosis Total expernditure or payments made to and on be:ha!f
&5 ] s ]
13 3 g 2 3 Ur 'l of all employees. Include gross salaries and wa ge:s.

employers NI contributions, employers pension
coniributions, graiuifies and severance paymerits)

Total expendifure or paymients of capital and in terost

5. () Loan interesticapifal

repaymenis : 202 s | made during the year on the authority’s borrowings (if any).
6. {-) All other payments . - Tolal expenditure or payments as recorded in the, cash-
1b<g 2 96 2 i | book less staff costs fline 4) and loan inferest/d apitel
repayments {fine 5). !
7. (=) Balances carried . Total balances and reserves at the end of the yeér.
forward 2 o9 (. S7 2. | mustequal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6).
8. Total value of eash and The sum of all current and deposit bank accouhts, cash
short term investments PRI LY | (G 57 7). | hotdings and short term investments held as af 31 March: —
: To agree with bank reconciliation. .
9. Total fixed asseis plus The vajue of all ifie properly the authority owns —-| it is made
i s = fall its fixed is and long ferm invesimébng £
:::dg ;zxs'r: i;nuesﬁnenis ‘% i S &l )(_{_—'; L ;{:; :d :mh.s ed assels and long ferm invesiménis as a
10. Toiat borrowings The oulstanding capital bafance as af 31 March of alf loans

RE OO from third parties (including PWLB).

11 Do the fguwres in the o —
accounfing statements above :
exclude any trust transactions?

| certify that for the year ended 21 March 2026 the Accounfing . | confirm that thase Accounting Statements wer

Statements in this Annual Governance and Actountability approved by this authority on this date:
Retum have been prepared on eithera receipts and payments - ‘
or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in ‘ oS ] oS ] Yes b

Governance and Accotintability for Sialter Authorifies —a
Pragtitioners’ Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly

the financial position of this authority. as recorded in minute reference:
Signed by Responsible .Financial Dificer before being i NANCE-
presented to the authority for approval.
W A = N » Signed by Chair of the meeting where the Accounting

.- atements were appraved
o smmozeme |l |

Annual Govermnance and Accountability Retum 2025/26 Form3 . Fi*age 50f6
Loeal Councils, Infernal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities i




Section 3 — External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2025/26

In respect of Shorweli Parish Council

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A limited
assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it doss not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with Intemational
Standards on Auditing (UK & freland) and hence it does not provide the same leve! of assurance that such an audit would.

The UK Govemment has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit is appropriate
for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Govemance and
Accountability Retumn in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 {AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Compfroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website —
https:/iwww.nao.org.uk/code-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/ .

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effeciive and that it has

a sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accordance with Proper Practices which:

« summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2026 and
« confirms and provides assurance on those mafters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as extemal auditors.

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2025/26

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return, In our opinfon the information in
Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Govermnance and Accountability Return is in accordance with Proper Practices and ne other matters have
come to our attention giving cause for concem that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

(continue on a separate sheet if required)

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

In the prior year the smaller authority was exempt from review. We have not reviewed any evidence to support the prior year
comparatives In the Accounting Statements.

The smaller authority’s reserves appear excessive as, after accounting for the earmarked reserves, general reserves are greater than
net revenue expenditure. A smaller authority has no specific right to accumulate funds via the precept. The smaller authority should
ensure that it has regard to the level of reserves held when considering future precept requests and as part of their annual budgeting
process. Any earmarked reserves should also be considered and formally approved by the smaller authority.

The period for the exercise of public rights did not include the first 10 working days in July, meaning the smaller authority has not
complied with the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 in 2026/27 as it failed to make proper proviston during the year for the exercise

of public rights. As a result, the smailer authority must answer *No' to Assertion 4 of the Annua! Governance Statement for 2026/27 and
ensure that it makes proper provision for the exercise of public rights going forward,

(continue on a separate sheet if required)

3 External auditor certificate 2025/26

We cerfify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountabifity Return, and discharged our responsibiliies under the Local Audit and Accountability Act
2014, for the year ended 31 March 2026

External Auditor Name

BDO LLP Southampton
SesuSionedtr 15 September 2026
External Auditor Signature 50@' U,P ' Date
467DFBT46ABA426...
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